LONG, low and impressive, the Lincoln is a top prestige car by any standard. Car rides
serenely on huge 9.25 by 15in. tyres, handles, stops and performs remarkably well.

LUXURIOQUSLY equipped,
leatherdrimmed cabin s air-
conditioned and has power
controls for fourwway [froni-seat
adjustment, and afl windows.

GIGANTIC carpeted boot will
eccommodate large amounts of
luggage, but the spare wheel is
a tough proposition 1o move.
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IDED b‘!.' le-d-!l.‘lti.ﬂ [rprflnncg
and it own merts, ike Ford
Motar Company’s costliesn car,
the Limcoln Contirential, v gl

e of America's P presfife Kubos
mobiles. It s a rare Beast in Aup
tralia, 30 | was more than pleased
12 be loaned one lor an extended oat

Kustralians heve always had & high
regard (or Lincolns I remember
b jermatlion o <auwied in Sydney be-
fere the war when a wealihy buss
pesiman imported ftwa Vil — 3
pvem-geater limouiise and 3 coupe.
They are ifall poing, slent and am-
maculate,

In apite of vome Perin-d:. in misary
— |'I-.'I.|'t'|tF!|r in the "Bigei, when meost
American cars  tamed  really  wgly
under the weight of chrome and sur-
plus metal — Ford kave managed
to maintain the Linceln in a place af
kanor which wphelds the traditions
of the great era of American car.

The 1964 Lincodn Continentals
come In Dwo bavic styles = [ours
doar medan and, surpriamgly, [lour-
door copveriible.

It was the former that Faord let
me drive [rom Svdaey to Melbourne
sfter the car had been diplayed at a
Frema [unction

Some weeks earlise 1 had sighted
the ame hig black Lincaln at a Ford
‘W in Melbourne, and could hardly
keep miy eyes off it Bt looked every
iih a moior car elegant, low,
lelly  equipped, nothing loud o
guudy Lni OF ol

The morning after 1he Sydney
fungiion T picked up the Lincoln, had
it guickly checked owver at  Haat-
ingh Deering and the sticky fAnger

WAREEN MOTOR — Saptembar 1884

AlR CEEAAEN and accsasoric rfr(lh’dr conceal Lincaln®s #30cudn,. FE

engine which provides gpood acce

Friien and Ifﬂ-.h;r m.r..ﬁ. iop ler-rJ-

PUSHBUTTON
PALAC

David McKay reports on the jovs of
driving long interstate trips in a Lincoln
Continental sedan—America’s, and Ford's,

answer to Rolls-Rovece and Mercedes

I!'h!-rh wiped off. Then, alier a 15
minuls delay while the car was shown
9 & potentinl Limcoln boyer, 1
peanted  towards  Melbourne, stop-
MAE mamenlanly ot hofe o pick up
st baggage

Ease of Contraol

Far ahe fimy block or twa of driv-
ing the Lincels felt a big car, ban
hile the Jaguar Wk X, it soon
thraink down to Holden sire because
of the lightness mnd case of driving.

These early impresssons lasted for
the whale trip, as did the feeling of
wibent strengih and mootheews in the

430cuin. eagine and three-speed
avtomatie transenkaion Brakes and
iicEring were, COanee,
pewer-aliied

Stamding  alongside my

Holdén wsgon workhore in
mry  driveway, ithe Limcoln
looked about hall as hagh. Im
[act, this lowsess of 4t Bin
emphasized  the modesate
overall lemgth of 18ft—and
there wai not much overs
hang, either. The oaly ;
bric-a-brag that masiered was a sirip
of lattice ehrome scros the il

Leaving Wahroongs a1 1145 am,
I wai 100 miles swsy, st Exeter,
south of Moms Vale, in under two
hour--rapid motoring in amything
Much of the journey was show going,
the lkatrer part over ihe sppalling
Wingecanibbe reads, but 1 have never
made it more eficiently. Then en to
Goulburn

Those first 153 muiles ueed half of
ihe tank's I0-gallon capacity. The
pexi stage, from Goulburn 1o Albury,

modern
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reaalted i 14 mpg. end the Beawy-
throttle work om the Vicloriam side
of the border reduced this o 13
rn.p.!g:. But overall this wai preity
wtiataciory conssdenng that many big
cars can't da bBetter than 10 mpE.
under the same conditions.

The weither durng the [Rp wia
bitterly cold, much ch; it embelliked
with strong, gusty windi and rmin
iqusalls Mevertheless, within my
luxury tranipert | was driving in
ghirtsleeves and exerting no  mbre
efart than [ wouald have beem im
front af the {ire at home tuming the
pages of MODERN MOTOR

It was wneasay — the ilence of
the engine, the Lick of any wind
naise= and the amazingly ragsd
rate of progeess. | had all the
windows tughtly [electnealiyi
vealed, the antenns fully up
|elecreically ) mnd cursed
the windstream, and the seat
kicked wp in fromt (electm-
cally] ot the right height
[electrically) and am emmct
dittance {roun the wheel {elec-
imcally )

The smsll, well-raked wheel fell
info oy kasds a8 comloriably as amy
GP car'y; visionm was vait aed 1 won
koow all the kavest hits, Tor I was om
& Swdney atation all the way ta Mef-
bourne and fecepilon was p-rr_l'ecr

Maurally, e IRIEROE FUm Wkl
Lap guality with excellent carpets
anid hne Beatker. The sttention o
detail was ahe of the highesr order,
even down o the ywilchgear and Uhe
dashbosrd - s ped .i.i.l'-tuu-‘l.'l.-:"ﬂ'.ll'.!
directienal vents

{Continued on page £9)
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CONTINENTAL

{Continued from page 57)

I made three briefl uwnicheduled
stops to close the bonnet, which
required adjustment. It was hinged
{as they all should be) from the

leading edge and would only pop up

on to a safety latch.

Driving slowly in town the Lincoln
bad some body roll rounding a cor-
ner, but on the highway at speed this
roll was eliminated and the car
adopled a firm, taut ride.

I was using 28lb. all round instead
of the normal 24. The handbook ad-
vised this for fast highway driving.

The wheel: were huge 15in. affairs
with wide rims to carry 9.25 Good-
vears. The tyres were silent and
gave good adhesion on the wet roads
at high average speeds. 1 had to
check my speedo freqw:nﬂed', for the
Lincoln gave that detached sense of
speed vou get insa plane.

As night fell and the rain got
heavier I had one or two moments
when going into fast right-handers,
as I was temporarily blinded by on-
coming lights and had to confine the
large sedan to a narrow strip of bitu-
men on the outside of the bend. 1
needn’t have worried, for the Lincoln
behaved impeccably and never gave
any indication of viciousness.

High Cruising Speeds

In fact, it had me doubting the
speedo until I checked it and found
it was only one percent fast at 90
m.p.h. I had it up to 110 on a shght
up-grade, so a genuine 113 should
be possible under favorable condi-
tions. Even- at these speeds you feel
you could open the door, unlocking
it electrically or manually, and step
out, so peacelul and quiet is the
Lincoln,

I thought the interior illumina-
tion of the Lincoln — particularly the
dashboard — was superb, but I would
have liked better driving lights. The
focus wasn't all it could have been,
too spread and too short, and I feel
stronger bulbs were needed. There
was no headlight flasher and the horn
was  insufficient to warn of the
Lincoln's approach.

My only other complaint was that,
as with all Ford products, the indica-
tor on the tranemission-selector panel
was too indistinct at night.

Mechanically, the Lincoln iz 100
percent, The three-speed transmission
was silky in the extreme.

I had expected the suspension to
bottom and the car to wallow over
some of the weary bitumen in

southern N.5W.; neither happened.

I would have been disappointed had

the brakes not ¢ wnh the speed
and weight, butm'

A running time of eight and three-
guarter hours between Sydney and
Melbourne is possible in  many
modern cars, but I'"d rather do it by
Lincoln than ;n{thmg el Price-

wise, I consider the Lincoln and the
Mart X are outstanding value, The
Lincoln is roughly &£2 cheaper

than a Rolls.

Travel by Lincoln is free of fatigue
and not that much slower than by air
when you take into account the time
to and [rom airports.

The Lincoln has more leg room
than any car [ know. The doors,
opening from the centre, make get-
ting in and out easy for elder states-
men and their ladies. The air-condi-
tioning of car: is something only the
Americans seem to have mastered.

Unlike most American cars the
Lincoln doesn't suddenly dizappoing
vou when vou lift the bonnet; the
finish of the engine isn't in Jaguar
or Rolls class, but it i3 better than
any other American car ['ve driven
I certainly rank the Lincoln as top
of its class.

The car I tested was fully equipped
with push-button radio and air-con-
ditioning and its approximate price,
“d!udmﬁ the conversion from left-
to right-hand drive, was £3800. Add
between £700 and £1000 for the
changeover and you can have one
of the world's best cars. -

DRWE IH COMFORT WITHLIVING ROOM WARMTH
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T e \\\ Flt a FORD fresh air heater-ventilating system
\ " b\ . You'll be delightfully warm & comfortable

m\ Hﬂt:uﬂnhﬂtﬂrhnntﬁ'ﬂﬂwwhd:mmdmhmmn
Makes winter driving fun, And when winger is gone

last — Ford
“3‘ “'L \ at last — your ventilating system will

_—‘,.-.:_r—-"' "'tf'

keep you cool all summer through.

Ask your Ford Parts distributor
or Dealer 1o quote you for a
;, unit for your car—Ford costs
less than you think.

'I-"a.‘.‘ . .q;
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Yﬂll'l.l. DRWE WARM WITH A FORD

FRESH AIR HEATING AND VENTILATING SYSTEM

@ FORD RALES COMPANY OF AUSTRALIA LIMITED FAPBI
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