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CONTINENTAL 
(Continued / rom pasc 51) 

1 made three brief unschedulW 
stops to close the bonn~c, which 
required adjustment. h "'~" hinged 
(a. they all should be) lr~m tbe 
l~:ading edge and "-'Ould only pop up 
on to a safety latch. • 

Driving slowly in town the Lincoln 
bad some body roll rovndin.g a (lOr· 
ncr, but on the highway at spe¢<.1 this 
roll wat eliminated and the c.:u 
adopted a finn, taut ride. 

1 was usins 28)b. all round inuead 
of the normal 24. The handbook ad· 
vis:ed this for fast highway driving. 

The wheels were huge l Sin. a ffairs 
with wide rims to u.rry 9.25 Cood· 
years. The- tyres w<'re silent and 
gave good adhesion on the wet ro:adt 
a t high a\'erage speeds. I had to 
check my speedo frequentl)', for the 
Lincoln ga~·e that detached sense ol 
speed you get. Jn, a plane. 

As night feU and the rain got 
heavier 1 had one or two moments 
when going into fast ris:ht·banders, 
as I was telnpora.rily blinded by on· 
comjng lights and had to eonGne the 
large sedan to a narrow strip of bitu· 
men on the outside of the bend. l 
needn't have worried, for the L.incoln 
beha\'ed impecc:a.bly and never gnve 
an)' indica.tion of vic.iousneu. , 

DRIVE IN 

High Cruising Speeds 
In faet, it had me doubting the 

speedo until I checked it and found 
it wat only one percent fast at 90 
m.p.h. I had it up to 110 on a slight 
up-grade. so a genuine 115 should 
be possible under (a\'Orable condi· 
rions. £\-en· at these JpeedJ you feel 
) 'OU could open 4 the door, unlocki.n& 
it electrically or manually, and st~p 
out, so peaceful and quiet is the 
Lincoln. 

I lhought the interior iUu..mina· 
tion of the Lincoln - particularly the 
dashboard - was superb, but I would 
have liked better dri\tin_g lights. The 
fotw wa.sn•t aU it could h.a\'e bttn, 
too spread and too short, and I feel 
ttronger bulbs were needed. There 
was no headlight flasher and the horn 
was insufficient to warn of the 
Lincotn•s ap)>roach. 
~'ly only other complaint was that, 

as with all Ford products, the indica· 
tor on th~ tranrunission·s~lec.t"r pa.neJ 
was too indistinct at niJht. 

Mechanically, the Lmcoln is 100 
percent. The three·speed transmission 
was silky in the extreme. 

1 had expected the suspension to 
bottom and the cal' to wa llow over 
some of the weary bitumen in 
southern N.S.W.; neither happened .. 
J would flave ~n diSJ.ppointed had 
the brak~s not coped with the speed 
and weight, but they did. 

A running time of t-ight and three· 
quarter hours between Sydney and 
Melbourne is possibl!! in m.any 
modern c.ars, but I'd rather do it by 
Lincoln than anythin1 else. Price:. 
wi~et 1 consider 'he Lincoln and the 
Man X a.rc: oumandins va.lu~. The 
Lincoln i1 roushly £2500 cheaper 
than a Roll" 

Tr.l\'d by Lincoln Is fre6 o1 fatigue 
and not th:.t much stowu than by air 
when you take into account the t.ime 
t O and from airporu.. 

The Li.o<oln has more lq room 
than any c.:.r I know. The doorS, 
opening from the centre, make get· 
dng in and out easy for dder stares· 
men and thdr l•dies. The air·condi· 
tioning of cars. is something onl)• tbt 
Americans .eem to have nl.astered. 

Unlike most American cars the 
Lincoln doesn't tudden.ly disappoint 
;·ou when you lift the bonnet; the 
finish of the engine isn't in j aguar 
or Ro l.ls cbu, but it it better than 
any other American car l'\'e dri\'en 
I certainly rank the Lincoln as top 
of lts class. 

The C-t'r ( tC$ted wa:J (ully equipped 
with puJh·button radio and air..c;on· 
ditloning nnd iu approximate price~ 
exduding the: convenion from left­
to ri$ht-hand drive) ~s £5800. Add 
between £700 :tnd .£1000 (or th~ 
chan,geo\'Ct and you can h;we one 
of the world'J best C':\n. • 
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